
And just like that.... It's time to deck the 
halls once more. Where did the year go?
Time does whizz by alarmingly quickly.  
It was explained to me once that when 
you're only three, a year is one third of  
your life, but...if  you're sixty-three or 
seventy-three or eighty-three.... well, do the 
sums!
There are Christmas advertisements 
everywhere, in newspapers, on television 
and in magazines. 
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Merry Christmas



They tend to depict snow- covered landscapes, illuminated Coca Cola 
lorries, sparkling American cityscapes and shamelessly sentimental 
storylines featuring family gatherings and reunions of emigrant children 
and grandchildren. The rst three bear little relationship to the realities of 
an Irish Christmas, but the absence of family and the joy of being 
reunited (for the lucky ones) strikes a chord with every Irish household.  
One person, at least, will sit in front of the television this Christmas, 
weeping large, salty tears as they watch other families being met at the 
airport by super-excited relatives as they return from America, Asia and 
Australia with armfuls of babies and presents.

Christmas is wonderful, a chance to celebrate hope and rebirth with 
friends and family in the grimmest time of year in our damp and dark 
winter-shrouded island.

Sometimes people tend to get a bit carried away, resorting to frantically 
shopping for things they don't need and aspiring to an unrealistic idea of 
Yule-tide perfection.  Capable, accomplished cooks who produce 



lovely, family food day in - day out, 
inexplicably become super excited 
about arcane methods of sprout 
preparation. Modest sitting rooms 
become assault courses when the festive 
hordes have to negotiate their way past 
obstacles presented by vast Christmas trees, 
yards of tinsel and the bewildered family pets. 
Galloping reindeer will sail across our winter skies, 
spotted only by the beadiest and most vigilant of eyes.

Christmas is wonderful, a combination of faith, generosity and kindness, 
connected seamlessly to the traditions of a past that pre-dates even 
that great Christian feast.

We are a generous nation, our tragic past is a folk memory that helps us 
to remember those who are going through hard times. Share some of 
that Christmas comfort by supporting a charity that will help make 
happy Christmases for those who are struggling this year. Nollaig shona 
duit.

Christmas Baubles The Schull 2019 Christmas Baubles are going like hot 
cakes – be sure to get yours as soon as you get the chance. There is a 
limited number available and when they're gone, they're gone! The 
baubles are very collectable and make perfect gifts.

This year's bauble has been designed by Sabine Lenz and features her 
trademark love of script and the Irish language. And much thanks goes 
to Enibas Jewellery also for facilitating the online sale of the Baubles 
through the Enibas website on www.enibas.com/jewellery/schull-
bauble/.

This is a fund-raising project for SDCC and all the proceeds go back to 
our community.

Shop Local for Christmas  The Schull Business & Tourism Association is 
again sponsoring the Shop Local for Christmas campaign.  There will be 
a Monster Rafe just before Christmas and to enter all you have to do is 
buy locally and support your village. We are fortunate to have so many 
wonderful and unique shops in Schull. And shopping in Schull has so 
many other advantages: If you forget a bag or a parcel you are sure to 
be reunited with it, the danger of pickpockets is minimal, there is a wide 
range of retail outlets, parking is free, there are no queues and 
refreshments of every kind are always at hand. What's not to like...? Keep 
an eye on the All I Want For Christmas is Something Local page on 
Facebook for more information.



Recent Death It was with great sadness that we heard of the untimely 
passing of Ulrike (Ulli) Crespo last month. Ulli, originally from Germany, 
spent much of her time here and was a wonderful supporter of many of 
our local projects. We extend our condolences to Michael and all her 
family and friends. Suaimhneas síoraí d' anam.

Congratulations go to Kathy and David Roycroft who welcomed new 
baby Darragh into their life, to Maeve Quinlan and Tom Hiscock who 
have a new baby sister – Emily - for Orla, and to Fiona Goggin and 
Christian Nelson on the happy arrival of baby Cillian. Well done also to 
all the proud grandparents. Have a lovely rst Christmas Darragh, Emily 
and  Cillian.  

Congratulations also to Nellie Cotter of the Little Way Charity Shop on 
her recent award from An Garda Siochána in respect of the West Cork 
Garda Youth Awards. 

To all the Modern Botany team, a huge well done on winning the 
Women's Health 2019 Beauty Awards for Best Deodorant. 

And to Bunratty United AFC Under 15s who completed a fantastic 
achievement by winning the League and Cup Finals recently in the West 
Cork Soccer League. And also to Eduard O'Sullivan and Killian Power 
who recently participated in the Emerging Youth Programme in 
Barcelona (sorry for not getting your names in last month!)



Schull/Le Guilvinec Twinning Group is hosting a Cake Sale and Coffee 
stMorning on Sunday 1  December at 11am (after 10.30 Mass) at the 

Parish Hall in Schull. This event is to help kick-start the fundraising for the 
upcoming visit in April 2020. The coffee morning promises to be a most 
jovial occasion and an opportunity maybe to pick up a Christmas treat 
or just take a break to have a cuppa and a chat. We look forward to 
your support.

thThe Twinning Group held its AGM on November 7  and the following 
ofcers were elected:- Chairperson: Martin O'Sullivan, Secretary: 
Catherine Roycroft, Acting Treasurer: Linda Morgan, PRO: Caroline 
O'Driscoll.  Everyone is welcome to become involved in the Twinning 
Group at any level. Keep an eye on the Schull - Le Guilvinec Twinning 
Facebook Page for updates.

stGoleen Christmas Fair will take place on Sunday Dec 1  from 1pm to 
5pm in the Goleen Community Sports Centre.  There will be lots of stalls 
with crafts, food, refreshments and a rafe.  

It's cookie time! Schull Girl Guides will be selling cookies as part of an 
entrepreneur badge and raising funds for their unit as well. Please 
support our local Girl Guides - they will be in Brosnan's Centra Schull on 

thSaturday 7  December with lots of chocolate chip cookies!

The Blue House Gallery Looking for a Christmas gift for the art lover in 
your life?  Blue House Gallery's Christmas exhibition will be works by 
Gallery Artists priced €300 and under (and also other works)!  Also we are 
introducing BHG Gift Vouchers - buy now and use either during the 
Christmas season or next year's gallery season April - September.  

th th th th th ndOpening hours Thursday – Sunday 11-5pm 5  - 8 ; 12  - 15 ; 19  - 22  
th thDecember and also daily Friday 27  December to Saturday 4  January.  

thOfcial opening Friday 6  December - come along and meet the artists 
6 - 8pm and enjoy a Christmas tipple!

Enibas Customer Evening Please drop in to the Schull shop on Saturday 
th7  December, 5pm - 7pm for drinks and nibbles. Make your Christmas 



wishes and enter the My Enibas Wish 
competition for a luxury overnight stay 

in a suite at Isaac's Hotel Cork, 
dinner in Greene's restaurant 
followed by cocktails in Cask! 

Christmas Wish Tree of Light 
organised by Scoil Mhuire 
National School Parent's 
Association will be located 

outside the Bunratty Inn again 
this season. Wish Cards will be 

available in various outlets in the village. The 
Lighting of the Tree will take place on Saturday 

thDecember 7  at 6pm and there may be some 
Special Visitors for the children. 

Cape Clear Island Distillery 3 SQ. MILES Gin Launch will take 
thplace in Schull Harbour Hotel on Saturday, 7  December from 7:00 - 

9:00pm.

Anna B and Lady P Coffee Morning & Cake Sale takes place on Friday 
th13  December @ the Fastnet Film Centre, 9.30am until 1pm. Includes a 

Christmas Hamper rafe and other prizes. 
All proceeds go to Two Rivers Kindergarten. 

Ecumenical Carol Service will take place in Holy Trinity Church at 3.00pm 
thon Sunday 15  December. All are welcome.

thSt Mary's Church Carol Service will be held on Sunday 15  December at 
5.00pm.  Light refreshments will be served in the hall next door afterwards 
and all are very welcome.

Seasonal Schull Harbour Hotel Celebrate with Friends at The Schull 
thHarbour Christmas Party Night – on Saturday December 14  €35pp. Enjoy 

New Year's Eve Dinner in Chapters Restaurant followed by Mick Begley in 
the Bar €45pp 

thThe Chain Gang – January 5  – 3 Course Dinner followed by The Show – 
Tickets €50 and selling fast!

Call 028 28801 or email  to book.frontofce@schullharbourhotel.ie

Schull Community College Christmas Concert this year is “A Night At The 
th thMovies” and takes place on Weds 18  and Thurs 19  December.  It's 

always a fabulous show. 

Scoraíocht & Company's monthly session in Newman's Corner House will 
thtake place on Thursday 19  December at 8pm. There will be a festive 

theme of “Sparkle” for the time of the year that's in it. As always 

mailto:frontoffice@schullharbourhotel.ie


everyone is invited to 
come along and 
enjoy an evening of 
shared stories, songs, 
recitals, recitations 
and more.  For more 
information check 
out the Facebook 
page Scoraíocht & 
Company.

Schull Community College's Open Evening will take place on Thurs 
thJanuary 16  2020.

Schull Drama Group will be returning to the footlights at the end of 
January with a great evening's entertainment.  The Introduction by Julian 
van Hasselt as usual (well, not quite!) directed by Len Lipitch, then 
Chicken Road  - a marvellous 40-minute play by Lindsay Price directed 
by Sally Smart and performed by about a dozen teenagers from Schull 
Community College and other schools in the area. This was performed in 

th thThe Loft, Schull, on 26  and 27  October to universal critical acclaim and 
it will be splendid to see it again.  Finally Faye Upton makes a welcome 
return to the stage here starring in a one-act play provisionally called Hot 
Flush, written and directed by Sally Smart.  Faye's acting is always a 
delicious tour de force, and much to be to be anticipated.   Dates are 
likely to be 24/25/26 January and 31 Jan/1 Feb/2 Feb or possibly 7/8/9/ 
Feb. Mark those weekends in your diary provisionally!   No advance 
bookings, pay at door, €12 and €10 concessions.  Total duration about 
90 minutes plus 15 mins for interval.  Great rafe prizes as always.  Come 
along and banish those post-Christmas blues!   Follow us on Facebook.

Regular Happenings in Schull
Acapellabella Community Choir is a women's choir that meets weekly at 
The Old Bank House in Schull from 7.30-9.30pm every Thursday. New 
members are very welcome - no previous experience needed. Contact 
Caz on 0831425599 or by email at  for more info.cazjeffreys@gmail.com

Country Market  The Schull Country Market has now nished up for the 
winter months. We will keep you posted on any special markets 
happening at Christmas, closer to the time.

Pop-up Gaeltacht over coffee every Monday morning at 10am in Schull 

I

stayed &

shopped

local
in

Schull

Lets support our local
shops this Christmas!
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Harbour Hotel.  Open to all and you only need a cúpla focal to 
participate.  

Schull Bridge Club meets every Thursday evening at 8 to 11pm at the 
Satellite Centre (Old Boys School) Cost €5. Cash prizes. Free lessons 
(individual or group) are available – tel Martin on 028 28292 for info.

Fastnet Trails  There are eight signed Walks branching out from the Schull 
Trailhead that is located at the entrance to the East End car park in 
Schull. These walks vary from easy to moderate in grade and they “offer 
the walker a unique tapestry of landscapes and seascapes, where every 
turn allows a fresh view of the heart of West Cork” 

Outdoor Gym is located beside the Tennis Courts and is free to use by 
anyone over the age of 16. 

Mizen Head opening hours for the winter are Weekends from 11am to 
4pm.  Enquiries to Mizen Information and e-Centre, Goleen on 028 35000. 

Schull Tennis Club meets every Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday at 9.30am 
at the Tennis Courts. New participants are always welcome. 

Parking in Schull Free car parking is available in all the car parks in Schull. 
If you must park on the 
Main Street please observe 
the parking regulations and 
especially do not park on 
double yellow lines! There is 
a Trafc Warden on duty 
who carries out spot checks 
at random and will issue 
nes for parking offences.

Schull Primary School offers 
a morning and afternoon 
Club service. Contact 087 
775 4254.

Schull Toddler Group meets 
every Thursday from 9.30 to 
11.30am in the Parish Hall. 
For more information 
contact Katie Ward on 086 
35 65 276.

Schull Tidy Towns Volunteers 
meet every Saturday 
morning at 10am to do a 
Litter Pick. Extra hands are 
always welcome.  Meet at 



the front of the Pier Road Car Park – it's only for a couple of hours. Ní 
neart go cur le chéile. 

Shut Up & Write West Cork This writer's support group aims to build 
community and inspire you to write! The group meets every Saturday 
from 10:30-12 @Newman's West upstairs (every Saturday during 

thDecember except for Saturday 28 ). After introductions over tea or 
coffee and maybe cake, the timer goes off and everyone writes without 
talking for an hour. Stay after to celebrate and socialize. Admission is 
free. Please RSVP or message organizer Jeanne Sullivan Billeci at 
www.meetup.com/Shut-Up-Write-West-Cork

Schull Services

Schull Meals on Wheels at the Social Centre or delivered to your home. 
Phone Nuala at 086 3159719

Schull Credit Union Opening times - Tuesdays and Fridays 9:30 am – 12:30 
and 1:30 - 5 pm. Saturday 9:30 am – 1 pm. Phone 028 28666

Derryconnell Civic Amenity Centre – Open Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 am 
– 12:30 pm & 1:30 pm – 4:20 pm. Saturdays 9 am – 1 pm. 

Bus Times  Schull to Cork: Mondays – Saturdays 08:05, 12:40 and 17:50. 
Sunday 16:30 only. Departs from top of Main Street (outside the Film 
Centre/Old Bank). Also check Bus Éireann on line for up-to-date 
information. Route number is 237.

Free Wi-Fi  There is free Wi- access in Schull village which is available by 
connecting to the Free_WiFi internet connection. This service  is provided 
free of charge by our local internet service provider DigitalForge. 

Mizen Medical Practice – all enquires and appointments phone 028 
28311. Out of hours service phone SouthDoc 1850-335-999

Drinagh Pharmacy Schull – 028 - 28108

Debrillators are located outside Brosnan's Centra on Main Street, 
outside Schull Harbour Hotel, at the Pier and at the Garda Station.

AIB Mobile Community Banking – Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays 
Ballydehob – 9:30 am – 10:30 am. Schull – 10:45 am – 12:30 pm and 1:30 
pm – 3:30 pm. ATMs in Schull outside Brosnan's Centra and inside Centra. 

Mass Times – Mondays and Fridays 9 am in Schull, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 10 am in Goleen, Wednesdays 10 am in Ballydehob. Saturday 
night Lowertown 8 pm. Sundays – Ballydehob 9:30 am, Schull 10:30 am 
and Goleen 12 noon.  

http://www.meetup.com/Shut-Up-Write-West-Cork


Church of Ireland Services 
– Sundays Schull 10 am, 
Toormore 11:30 am, 
Ballydehob 11:30 am.

Schull Library Opening 
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday – 2.30pm-
5.30pm. Wednesday – 
9.30am-1pm & 2pm-5.30-
pm. Saturday – 9.30am-
1:30pm. Closed on 
Saturdays of bank holiday 
weekends. Closed 
Mondays.  Phone number 
028 - 28290

Schull Garda Station – 
Ofce (028) 28111 or 
Mobile 087 980 2865. In 
the case of an 
emergency always call 
999. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SCHULL REGATTA SPONSORS 2019

@This newsletter can be viewed online  schullcommunitycouncil.ie



Recycling Facilities There 
is a collection point at the 
pier for bottles and cans.  
Clothing (ONLY) is 
accepted at the textile 
recycling point at the rear 
of the playschool/Church 
car park.

Public Toilets & Showers 
are located close to the 
Pier.  Open from 8.30am 
to 8.30pm everyday. 
Showers cost €2 for a ve 
minute shower.

Schull Coast Guard is on call 24/7. Call 999 or 112 if you are in trouble or if 
you see others that need assistance.

Editor's Notes  

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to this month's Newsletter. 
We are always delighted to receive updates from any club, business, 
society, group, voluntary committee, etc. 

We hope that you have enjoyed reading about the news and 
happenings in Schull.  All feedback is much appreciated to any member 
of SDCC or by email to our email address below. If you wish to place an 
Ad in the Newsletter it costs €10 for a Text only Ad and €20 for a quarter-
page Ad (discount for multiple ads).

Special mention to Master JJ Doherty who distributes the newsletter all 
over town each month. 

Please email your news items, ads or 
notication of upcoming events to 

schullnewsletter@gmail.com on or 
thbefore the 24  of each month. 

For further information please contact Annette

Email: info@atlantic -english.com
Text only: 085-8079584 or 087-2283672

Phone: 028-27714 (office hours 9am – 5pm Mon to Fri)
Call into: Atlantic School of English and Active Leisure, 

10 Main Street, Schull, Co. Cork.



West Cork Rural Transport
to BANTRY

to SKIBBEREEN

TUES. (10.20am)(2.20pm)

FRI. (10.20am)(2.40pm)

WED. (10.50am)

WED.(2.30pm)

to GOLEEN

SCHULL & DISTRICT

COMMUNITY COUNCIL

RECYCLE your unwanted 
CLOTHING and TEXTILES

Bring your clothing 

and textiles that are 

unsuitable for resale to 

the container at the 

back of the Old Boys’ 

School in Schull.

AN ENVIRONMENTALLY 
FRIENDLY WAY TO 
HELP YOUR COMMUNITY.

This project is in conjunction 
with the Little Way Charity Shop.

www.schullcommunitycouncil.ie
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